Lateral cephalometric analysis of skeletal patterns in patients with and without internal derangement of the temporomandibular joint.
Twenty-three female volunteers with normal temporomandibular joints (TMJ) were compared with 24 female patients with documented TMJ internal derangements. Magnetic resonance imaging and lateral cephalometric radiographs were used to investigate the relationship between TMJ disk displacement and skeletal facial form. Results indicated that the patients with internal derangements have significantly smaller mandibles and maxillae. However, these sagittal measurements of jaw length were not associated with disproportionate changes in other cephalometric variables. In general, no district relationship was found between the morphologic features of the face and the internal derangements of the temporomandibular joint.